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in the autumn of 1877 in Transkei. Here Kreli, the chief of
the Galeka tribe, raised the standard of revolt and attacked
two of our outlying posts, only to be beaten off. The spread
of what might "well have been a serious menace to British
ascendancy was checked by the prompt action of the local
military authorities, who despatched two columns into Kaffraria
from south and west, and beat down Kreli's resistance with
little difficulty. On the completion of the occupation, the
rebel chief's country was annexed by the British, whereupon
a neighbouring tribe, the Gaikas, joined forces with him to
help him to recover it. Indecisive fighting on the border
followed and continued for several months, and in February
1878 the enemy made a serious attack on one of our camps
and was beaten off with heavy loss. This severe defeat broke
the back of their resistance, but it was not till the death of the
Gaika chief, Sandilli, in action in May, that they gave up the
unequal struggle and resigned themselves to the acceptance of
British rule.
Later on in the year the suppression of native risings in
Griqualand and the capture of the stronghold of a revolted
band of Basutos further affirmed our claim to the predominance
over the native races of South Africa, of which only one, and
that the most formidable of all, the Zulus, remained un-
subdued.
2. The Conquest of Zululand, 1879.—For some years prior
to 1879 the Zulus had been pursuing an aggressive policy, and
it was in order to defend from their depredations the Trans-
vaal Boers, who proved unable to defend themselves, that that
country was annexed in 1878. Far from being debarred from
their evil ways by this step, which in effect isolated them as
against Great Britain in South Africa, the Zulus persisted in
their career of outrage and murder, until $t length the British
were forced to demand satisfaction from their king, Cetewayo.
On his neglect of this summons, the invasion of Zululand was
decided on.
Lord Chelmsford, the British commander, had at his dis-
posal 18,000 troops, and with these he planned, after leaving
detachments behind to watch the enemy's northern and western
frontiers, to advance upon the Zulu capital, Ulundi, in three
columns: the right wing, under Pearson, from the mouth of
the Tugela; the second, which he himself accompanied, from
the Buffalo at Rorke's Drift ; and the left wing, under Evelyn
Wood, from the Transvaal border. Pearson advanced afe far
as Etshowe, established himself there, and was invested by the
enemy; Wood penetrated with little difficulty as far as the
Umvolosi, and fortified a strong position on Kainbula mountain.

